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Four Yamaoka Hanasaka Academy Graduates Become  

Pro-Footballers in Project to Support Thai Students’ Academic 

and Football Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mr.Hiroaki Morishima, President of Cerezo Osaka, Mr.Nobuyoshi Fujita, Director of YHA, 

Mr.Surachai Jaturapattarapong, BGFC Director together with 4 YHA students - Mr.Phattrayut 

Noree, Mr.Pongrawit Jantawong, Mr.Tanin Kiatlertham and Mr.Tawan Khotsupho  

(from left to right) 

 

 
YAMAOKA HANASAKA ACADEMY (YHA) was established by Yanmar group in 

collaboration with Bangkok Glass Group, BG Pathum United and Cerezo Osaka, a 

partner club of BG Pathum United and a team in the J-League, Japan’s top football 

league. The objective is to focus on developing the football skills of disadvantaged 

Thai students who have a passion for the sport, by providing both academic and 



 

 

sporting opportunities and giving them the opportunity to realize their dream of 

becoming professional footballers. It is also hoped that this will improve football in 

Thailand.  
 

“I get a lot out of seeing the development of the kids doing what they love and giving 

them opportunities to realize their potential.” said Nobuyoshi Fujita, the director of 

YHA. “In accordance with the aims of Magokichi Yamaoka, we aim to reach out to 

more students and help them pursue their dreams here in Thailand.”   
 

 

YHA was established in 2016 and has been continuously developed to realize its goal 

of becoming one of the premium football academies in Thailand. YHA has an 

outstanding performance record and sets international standards as an academy 

football club. The youth players attend practice with professional players from 

Bangkok Glass Group, BG Pathum United and Cerezo Osaka, a leading football club 

in Japan’s top football league, J-League.  
 

“BG Pathum United is honored to be part of the development of youth players in YHA. 
The support of YHA provides the club with players of outstanding skill with useful 

techniques to help realize the club’s goal of becoming a top-class team in Thailand. This 

support is not limited to football only, but also extends to education, language skills, 

training facilities and living space which is very significant for the youth players,” said 

BGFC director, Surachai Jaturapattarapong. 
 

BG Pathum United is managed by BGFC Sport Co., Ltd. a subsidiary of Bangkok Glass 

– Thailand and ASEAN’s largest Glass manufacturer, following a takeover of Krung 

Thai Bank F.C. in 2009. Yanmar has been a sponsor of BGPU since 2015.  
 

Another significant contribution to the youth players in YHA is from Cerezo Osaka, 
one of the top football clubs in Japan’s top football league, J-League. The team name 

Cerezo, means cherry blossom in Spanish, which also is the official flower of Osaka. 
The team also opened a football clinic in Thailand for children who are at kindergarten 

to junior high school, in 2018. The number of the students has now grown to more than 

200. 
 

"I have had a love for football since I was a kid, so I truly understand that being able to 

do what you love and pursue your dream is the most wonderful thing. I’m so pleased 



 

 

and delighted that Cerezo Osaka has this opportunity to help these kids pursue their 

dreams. From what I have seen, these kids have great football skills, so I hope a 

positive project like this can be continually supported." said Hiroaki Morishima, 

President of Cerezo Osaka.  
 

This March 2019, 16 youths will graduate from YHA, with 4 of them to be signed as 

professional football players. Two of those will join Cerezo Osaka Football Club. The 

achievements of the past 4 years have brought so much joy to the youths, the coaches, 

the youths’ families along with the supporters: YHA, Yanmar Group, Bangkok Glass 

Group, BG Pathum United and Cerezo Osaka. These YHA partnerships share the 

common purpose: “to continue developing and create inspiration for Thai football” 

 
On this occasion, a special football match will be held between BG Pathum United and 

Cerezo Osaka as partner in support of football for youth at Leo Stadium on January 30, 

2019 at 18.00 hrs. 

 
About YANMAR S.P. CO., LTD. 
YANMAR S.P. started operations as part of the former Yanmar Diesel in 1978 in Thailand and 

manufactures and distributes agricultural machinery such as power tillers, tractors, rice transplanters, 

combine harvesters and sugarcane harvesters, multipurpose diesel engines, and industrial equipment 

such as small to large excavators. YANMAR S.P. has a nationwide network of dealers with service 

centers, as well as a subsidiary, YANMAR CAPITAL (THAILAND) CO., LTD. which offers 

comprehensive finance to YANMAR customers in Thailand. 
 

About Yanmar Co., Ltd 

With beginnings in Osaka, Japan, in 1912, Yanmar was the first to succeed in making a compact diesel 

engine of a practical size in 1933. Then, with industrial diesel engines as the cornerstone of its 

enterprise, Yanmar has continued to expand its product range, services, and expertise to deliver total 

solutions as an industrial equipment manufacturer. As a provider of small and large engines, 

agricultural machinery and facilities, construction equipment, energy systems, marine equipment, 

machine tools, and components, Yanmar’s global business operations span seven domains. 
 

For further information, please visit official website: https://www.yanmar.com/global/ 
 

About the Yamaoka Scholarship Foundation 

The Yamaoka Scholarship Foundation (YSF) was founded by Magokichi Yamaoka, the 

founder of Yanmar, in 1950. He founded the organization out of his personal funds - taking as 

its purpose: “To contribute to the promotion of national prosperity and peace in the world by 

supporting the development and education of students and young people.” The foundation’s 

scope was expanded globally, including Thailand. 

https://www.yanmar.com/global/


 

 

 
Note: This English news release is a translation of the Thai version. Information contained in the news 

release is valid at the time of publication and may differ from the most recently available information.  
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Vector Group Co., Ltd. at 02-045-5164 

Worachan Toommanon at 081-7200-221 

Watchareeya Jaroenchookiatkij 

E-mail: info-th@vectorinc.co.jp  
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